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Infection remains a serious complication of arterial 
bypass procedures, particularly when prosthetic material is 
used. The seriousness of this complication is reflected in 
morbidity and mortality rates as high as 75% in some 
series. Vascular Graft Infections, edited by T. J. Bunt, is a 
multiauthored text that reviews aortic and peripheral graft 
infections and aortoentetic communications. The book is 
divided into sections addressing pathophysiology, preven- 
tion, diagnosis, and treatment. Each section is introduced 
by an overview written by Dr. Bunt, including in-depth 
critiques of previously published clinical and experimental 
studies. 
The pathophysiology section addresses laboratory 
models of prosthetic graft infection, and the roles of 
"slime-producing" organisms (including Staphylococcus epi- 
dermis), lymphatics, and the perigraft space in producing 
infection. I found the chapter on slime-producing organ- 
isms and the role of biofilm to be particularly informative. 
The section on prevention of graft infection has several 
excellent chapters on the current state of antibiotic-bonded 
grafts. These chapters underscore the importance of good 
surgical technique in preventing raft infections, because 
they most frequently result from bacterial contamination at 
the time of prosthetic implantation. 
The sections on diagnosis and treatment provide an 
extensive review of the techniques available to address graft 
infection, including antibiotic therapy, local treatment, in
situ repair, muscle flaps for groin infection, and remote 
bypasses. These chapters discuss many of the controversial 
areas in the treatment of graft infections, such as the 
appropriate timing of extraanatomic bypass performed for 
aortic graft infection and local treatment of infection of a 
single limb of an aortobifemoral graft. There are good 
descriptions of unusual surgical procedures, including 
obturator bypass, lateral exposure of the popliteal artery, 
and alternative methods for aortic stump closure. There is 
an interesting chapter on the use of lower extremity deep 
veins as homografts for treatment of aortic prosthetic graft 
infection. Most of the chapters provide sound recommen- 
dations for patient reatment. 
I have a few minor criticisms. Several of the chapters are 
too brief, notably those addressing local therapy for 
infected extracavitary grafts, standard excisional therapy, 
and staging of remote bypasses. These are important topics 
that would have benefited from more complete analysis. 
There are occasional contradictions between chapters; for 
example, some authors tated that Dacron is more suscep- 
tible to infection than expanded polytetrafluoroethylene, 
whereas others claimed the opposite. A summary chapter 
wing together the important themes addressed would have 
been a welcome addition. 
This is a comprehensive t xt at a reasonable price, 
particularly considering the breadth of material covered. It 
is clear that the editor approached his subject With 
considerable personal experience and knowledge. I believe 
this a worthwhile addition to the library of vascular 
surgeons. 
Lois A. I~llewich, MAD, PhD 
University of Maryland Medical Center 
Baltimore, Md. 
A text and atlas of arterial imaging: Modern and 
developing technology 
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$129.95. 
This book is the fourteenth in the Chapman and Hall 
series of superbly illustrated and lavishly produced text and 
atlas series, and the second to be edited by R. A. White, 
MD. A well-balanced group of contributors (vascular 
surgeons, radiologists, and basic scientists) surveyed this 
rapidly developing field in moderate detail, providing the 
reader with a broad overview presented in a highly 
reasonable and entertaining format. The subject content 
ranges, as expected, from arteriography through ultra- 
sonography, computed tomography, magnetic resonance 
imaging, and angioscopy. 
The overall presentation is excellent from an atlas 
perspective-many of the illustrations are truly collector's 
items- but disappoints somewhat as a serious text for the 
clinical surgeon. In this area of cost benefit analysis, the 
average vascular surgeon is intensely aware of the need to 
eliminate unnecessary and redundant procedures. The 
smorgasbord oftechniques presented here does not address 
the relative value, risks, costs, and benefits involved. When 
can arteriography be eliminated entirely? When can alter- 
native techniques be substituted? An extensive discussion is
valuable in its detail but regrettably fails to supply a cost 
analysis of the various agents available. 
Curiously almost absent from the book are the 
intraoperative t chniques of arterial imaging. Completion 
angiography is almost completely absent, which is espe- 
cially regrettable when new fluoroscopic techniques and 
equipment are now so sophisticated and satisfactory. The 
development ofendovascular surgery is certainly extremely 
dependent on these techniques. Intraoperative color-flow 
Doppler study is dealt with in a single page. Angioscopy is 
more elaborately presented, but its relative merits and 
specific practical applications are not well discussed. 
In summary, readers of the JOUKNAL of VASCULAR 
SURGERY are unlikely to greatly expand their knowledge or 
clinical abilities as a consequence of this publication. To 
echo Dr. G. L. Moneta's book review analysis (J VASC 
SURG 1994;20:160); Dr. E. F. Bernstein's Vascular Diag- 
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